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Online education is faulty and needs reform
Online courses have become very popular – and
very controversial – for many reasons. In the fall of
2014 there were 5.8 million students taking online
courses, with 2.85 million taking all of their courses
online. Originally being offered by for-profit institutions, now a number of public colleges and universities are offering them under a number of premises,
such as making higher education more accessible,
the belief that offering on-line courses is cheaper
than in person and that they provide an easier way
to learn.
Yet, it has been the common wisdom that students
consistently perform worse in an online setting than
they do in face-to-face classrooms and that taking
online courses increases their likelihood of dropping
out and overall impedes their progress through college. So has online education fulfilled its original
promises?
In a study published last June by the Brookings
Institute (a non-partisan think-tank based in
Washington, D.C.), the authors concluded that
online higher education is a mixed bag. The study,
titled “Promises and pitfalls of online education,”
the researchers found, among other things, that “in
their current design, online courses are difficult,
especially for the students who are least prepared.
These students’ learning and persistence outcomes
are worse when they take online courses than they
would have been had these same students taken
in-person courses.” Yet, they believe that “continued
improvement of online curricula and instruction can
strengthen the quality of these courses and hence
the educational opportunities for the most in-need
populations.”

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
One basic problem in the design of online courses is that their creators assume that all students
have the same preparation and skills and will all
succeed just by putting in enough time and effort.
However, we all know that every student is different. Further, those who are first-generation college
students, those who live in rural areas, or who come
from deficient high schools usually do worse than
students coming from more advantageous backgrounds.
To try to clarify these issues, the researchers used
data from DeVry University, a for-profit college with
an undergraduate enrollment of more than 100,000
students nationwide. DeVry’s students, on average,
take two-thirds of their courses online, which means
that they could make meaningful comparisons with
the rest of their students who take courses in conventional in-person classes. Further, their online
and in-person sections are identical in most ways
with many professors teaching both versions.
Some of the results of their research were that
taking a course online reduces student grades by
0.44 points on the traditional four-point grading
scale. Students taking the course in-person earned
roughly a B- grade on average, while those taking it
online earned a C, providing evidence that students
learned less in the online setting.
They also found that taking a course online
increases the probability that a student will drop

out of school by 9 percent. As expected, the negative
effects of online courses are concentrated in the lowest performing students. Low performing students
who take online classes have grades reduced by 0.5
points or more, while students with prior higher
GPAs showed a much smaller effect on their grades.
Thus, “while online courses may have the potential
to differentiate coursework to meet the needs of
students with weaker incoming skills, current online
courses, in fact, do an even worse job of meeting the
needs of these students than do traditional in-person courses,” according to the study.
The general conclusion of the study was that
“students in online courses perform substantially
worse than students in traditional in-person courses
and that experience in these online courses impact
performance in future classes and their likelihood of
dropping out of college.” These findings are consistent with prior studies of online education in other
settings, such as community colleges and highly
competitive four-year institutions that also showed
that online courses yield worse average outcomes
than in-person courses.
Despite these numbers, online courses continue
to be an alternative to some students who, because
of personal circumstances, have no other choices.
Yet, most of the students enrolled in these kinds
of courses attend for-profit institutions, which are
non-selective and typically serve students with
weaker academic preparation and fewer economic
resources than students who attend more selective
colleges and universities.
Is there a better way to offer these courses? The
authors of this study think so. They believe that

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can adapt course material better to the needs of a diverse group of students, since these systems assess students’ current
weaknesses, but also diagnose why students make
specific errors. Nonetheless, “the tremendous scale
and consistently negative effects of current offerings
points to the need to improve these courses, particularly for students most at risk of course failure and
college dropout,” conclude the authors.
In other words, online courses should not be
designed to just mirror the in-person experience,
but should use the latest technology to make them
more flexible and adaptable to the specific students’
needs. The only problem with this conclusion is that
the application of advanced technologies such as AI
increases the cost of delivery of online education.
And who is going to pay for that? After all, the
application of AI to education requires expert personnel, time and effort, which all that costs money.
This certainly challenges the conventional wisdom
that online education will always be cheaper since
economics seems to be the real reason why for-profit
private institutions and public ones with diminishing
state support are offering online courses.
Sooner or later policy makers, college administrators, and the general public will have to face the
reality that quality education, just as healthcare or
good infrastructure, costs money and that there is
no technological fix to that.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences at Baruch College-CUNY.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Chicago vies for second
Amazon headquarters
CHICAGO (AP) — A spokesman
for Mayor Rahm Emanuel says
Chicago plans to pursue Amazon's
second headquarters.
Amazon on Thursday announced
that it's hunting for a second home
outside Seattle.
The company said it will spend
more than $5 billion to house as
many as 50,000 employees.
The Chicago Tribune reports
that Emanuel spokesman Grant
Klinzman says the mayor has spo-

ken with Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos
about choosing Chicago for the
site. Klinzman says Chicago plans
to respond to Amazon's request for
proposals.
Bezos says the company plans to
stay in its sprawling Seattle headquarters and the new space will be "a
full equal" of its current home.
Cities and states have a little more
than a month to apply and the company said it will make a final decision next year.

SETTLEMENT
Continued from Page 1
SO2, the EPA says, “contributes to acid rain and exacerbates respiratory
illness.”
According to a news release from the EPA’s Office of Enforcement and
Compliance Service, the companies were also required to spend $225,000 on
a lead abatement project in southern Illinois “to reduce lead hazards in owner-occupied income residences with priority given to families with young
children and pregnant women.”
They were also ordered to pay a penalty of $1.27 million to the United
States, $575,000 to the state of Illinois and $150,000 to the state of Ohio.
“This settlement is good news for communities in Illinois and Ohio,
who will benefit from these substantial reductions in harmful air pollution
and enjoy cleaner, healthier air to breathe for many years to come,” Acting
Assistant Attorney General Robert G. Dreher said in the 2013 news release.
But despite that settlement, the plaintiffs in the class action suit alleged
that SunCoke and U.S. Steel continued to release emissions that harmed their
property.
The settlement class includes anyone who occupied property in a pre-determined geographical area from Nov. 10, 2009, to the present. Simmons
Hanly Conroy is urging potential class members to review the website or call
1-844-798-3651 to determine the settlement class area.

SENATE
Continued from Page 1
Crowe has served with the Madison County State’s Attorney’s Office for
more than a decade. She is a prosecutor in the Violent Crimes Unit and has
successfully prosecuted hundreds of homicide, drug abuse, and gang-related
crimes.
Crowe began her career when Haine, then the Madison County State’s
Attorney, hired her as a legal intern.
“Rachelle stands up in court and fights for justice for victims of homicide
and child abuse every day,” Haine said in the news release. “The clear thinking, courage and unwavering integrity Rachelle has shown over the last 10
years are exactly what Springfield needs. There is no one I trust more to do
what’s right and advocate for the families of this district in the Senate.”
The 56th District includes all or parts of Edwardsville, Glen Carbon and 19
other municipalities.
Crowe is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Edwardsville. She and
her husband are raising their two young children in Glen Carbon.
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The Ag Camp group visits Marcoot Jersey Creamery in Greenville.

Youngsters participate in Ag Camp
For the Intelligencer
Thirty-nine 4th-5th grade students gained a
unique perspective of Madison County by participating in the first Ag Camp sponsored by
the Regional Office of Education and Madison
County CAREE Program late this summer.
Regional Superintendent Robert Daiber stated,
“As Madison County becomes more urbanized,
fewer students understand rural Illinois. Today,
we have the smallest number of farm families
in the history of Madison County.” The main
goal of camp was to give young people multiple
experiences on different county farms. Daiber
commended the coordinators of the camp, ROE

staff members Rachel Lewis and Mike Moore as
well as Chelsea Reeves, Madison County CAREE
Coordinator for the farm visit schedule they
arranged. The students had the opportunity to
visit two farms each day for a week and complete
an ag activity after the trips. The following were
visitation sites:
Wieseman Farm – Worden, IL – cattle farm
Rinkel Produce – Glen Carbon, IL – vegetable
farm
Liberty Apple Farm – Edwardsville, IL – apple
orchard
Triangle H Farm, LLC – Edwardsville, IL –
horseradish & equine farm
Dorsey Farms – Dorsey, IL – seed house &

equipment
Dave Grotefendt Farm – Edwardsville, IL – hog
farm
Marcoot Jersey Creamery – Greenville, IL –
dairy farm
Villa Rosa Inc. – Greenville, IL – robotic milking dairy farm
Rolling Lawns Farm – Greenville, IL – dairy
farm
Daiber said, “It is great to have such good ag
partners for education. Our host farms showed
great interest in the children.” It is the goal of
the Regional Office of Education and Madison
County CAREE to continue this experience in
years to come.

POLICE
Continued from Page 1
“Female officers bring a different perspective to the police force and often
have a different rapport when dealing with victims, suspects and the public,”
Carpenter said.
Murphy will serve a 12-month probationary period plus a 12-week
field-training period. The field training will give Murphy time to learn the
community and the procedures of the Maryville Police Department.
She will begin patrolling the streets of Maryville on Sept. 18.
This will bring the number of full-time Maryville Police officers to 13, the
number allotted by the Village Board.
Gary Kukla, president of the Maryville Police & Fire Board, swore in
Murphy.

WATERSHED
Continued from Page 1
Race bags are being provided by Wild Birds Unlimited. Palermo is working with some stores and organizations to put up tents with information and
merchandise. The Watershed will be selling t-shirts.
The race is important, Palermo said, because it helps underwrite the recreational, restoration, and education programs at the Watershed Nature Center.
Registration for the race is open now. Participants can register on the
Watershed Nature Center website.

Balloon art
Michael Geerlof of Way
Cool Balloons begins one of
his many creations Friday
at St. Mary's Fall Fest. The
family-oriented two-day
event featured something
for all ages: a climbing wall,
a zip line and inflatables for
the kids and food, drinks
and music for the adults.
There was a bean bag tournament Sunday as well.
Photo by Bill Tucker.

